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Introduction
The highlight of this itinerary is the epic 15-day train journey that travels through South Africa, Botswana, Zimbabwe,
Zambia and Tanzania.
Start with two nights in The Mother City, Cape Town, enjoying the culture, history, food and wine of the region. Did
you know that TripAdvisor rated a Cape Town restaurant as one of the Top Ten Fine Dining restaurants in the world
in 2018?
The rail sojourn begins in Cape Town taking guests to the historic village of Matjiesfontein, the diamond town of
Kimberley and the capital city of Pretoria for short tours followed by two nights in the Madikwe Game Reserve*.
Continue through Botswana into Zimbabwe where guests overnight at the Victoria Falls Hotel.
After crossing the mighty Zambezi River, the train joins the Tazara line in Zambia and continues to Chisimba Falls
where guests enjoy a bush walk. The train climbs to the Tanzanian border then descends into the Great Rift Valley
negotiating the tunnels, switchbacks and viaducts of the spectacular escarpment.
Climbing again, it traverses the Selous Game Reserve – the largest on the continent and a vision of timeless Africa –
before the bustling arrival in Dar es Salaam the following day.
Please note that depending upon the railway’s capacity this journey could be routed northwards through Beitbridge
and Zimbabwe.
*Or Kwa Maritane in Pilanesberg Game Reserve

Accommodation

Destination

Start

End

Basis

Duration

Tintswalo Atlantic

Cape Town

27 Jun

29 Jun

B&B

2 Nights

29 Jun

13 Jul

FB+

14 Nights

13 Jul

14 Jul

B&B

1 Night

Rovos Rail
The Oyster Bay

Dar es Salaam

Key
B&B: Bed and Breakfast
FB+: Dinner, Bed, Breakfast, Lunch and Activities Daily

Day 1: Thursday, 27 June
Tintswalo Atlantic, Cape Town
Cape Town
Resting at the confluence of the Indian and Atlantic oceans, sandwiched between the slopes of the iconic Table
Mountain and the glistening sapphire waters of Table Bay, the exceptionally scenic city of Cape Town is in a class of
its own. Some cities boast rich culture, vibrant nightlife, a cosmopolitan atmosphere and extraordinary architecture,
while others boast breathtaking landscapes and extraordinary natural wonders. Cape Town is lucky enough to be
blessed with all of these attractions and so much more. With its bustling harbour, world-class beaches, top-notch
vineyards, and its mountainous surroundings brimming with diverse flora and fauna, Cape Town consistently
captivates the hearts of all who visit.
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Day Itinerary
Relax in this beautiful private hotel right on the water just out of Cape Town. Dinner in the restaurant here is highly
recommended.

Transfers
Date

Company

27 Jun

Pick Up

Drop Off

Cape Town International Airport
[CPT]

Tintswalo Atlantic

Overnight: Tintswalo Atlantic

Time

Vehicle
Transfer

View iBrochure

Perched above a pebbled beach at the foot of Chapman’s Peak, and overlooking the Cape’s iconic Sentinel mountain,
Tintswalo Atlantic sits sheltered by the Table Mountain National Park. As the only hotel permitted to operate within
the boundaries of the word-renowned Heritage site, the lodge enjoys the very best of magnificent, panoramic ocean
views, as well as access to the natural beauty found along the mountainside’s winding hiking trails.
With ten beautifully appointed suites and one regal presidential suite – all of which have been freshly re-furbished
from floor to ceiling – Tintswalo Atlantic offers the luxuries of a world-class hotel, with personalized service and
attention to detail. Managed by a host of dedicated staff, Tintswalo Atlantic offers guests nothing less than true
Tintswalo hospitality, from the moment that they arrive at this seaside paradise.
Enjoy sundowners on the deck beside the heated pool and share cooking tips with the charming Executive Chef,
venture out to the quaint Hout Bay village, or take a drive to the nearby Cape Winelands for an unforgettable winetasting adventure. Located just a short, scenic drive from the vibrant city of Cape Town, guests can also embark on a
suburban adventure into the heart of one of South Africa’s most exciting and eclectic cultures.
Having been described as the most dramatic and romantic destination in Southern Africa, Tintswalo Atlantic
promises to remain an idyllic location to rejuvenate oneself, away from the stresses and distractions of modern
living.

Basis
Bed & Breakfast

Day 2: Friday, 28 June
Tintswalo Atlantic, Cape Town
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Day Itinerary
A day trip to Cape Town is full of delightful options, from history and culture to the views and natural beauty of Table
Mountain. The weather conditions have a bearing on what is operating (eg Robben Island Ferry and the Table
Mountain Cableway) so it's good to have a few options.

Optional
Morning

Cape Town

Morning

Robben Island

Morning

Castle of Good Hope

Morning

V&A Waterfront

Morning

Company Gardens

Morning

Cape Town Diamond Museum

Afternoon

Constantia Winelands

Recommended
Morning

Table Mountain Cableway

Dinner

La Colombe

Cape Town
Resting at the confluence of the Indian and Atlantic oceans, sandwiched between the slopes of the iconic Table
Mountain and the glistening sapphire waters of Table Bay, the exceptionally scenic city of Cape Town is in a class of
its own. Some cities boast rich culture, vibrant nightlife, a cosmopolitan atmosphere and extraordinary architecture,
while others boast breathtaking landscapes and extraordinary natural wonders. Cape Town is lucky enough to be
blessed with all of these attractions and so much more. With its bustling harbour, world-class beaches, top-notch
vineyards, and its mountainous surroundings brimming with diverse flora and fauna, Cape Town consistently
captivates the hearts of all who visit.

Robben Island
An icon of struggle, freedom and hope made famous by Nelson Mandela's imprisonment here.
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Castle of Good Hope
The Castle of Good Hope is the oldest surviving building in South Africa. Built between 1666 and 1679, this
pentagonal fortification replaced a small clay and timber fort built by Commander Jan van Riebeeck in 1652 upon
establishing a maritime replanishment station art the Cape of Good Hope for the Dutch East India Company, better
known as the VOC (Verenigde Oos-Indische Compagnie).

V&A Waterfront
Situated between Robben Island and Table Mountain in the heart of Cape Town's working harbour, the V&A
Waterfront has become South Africa's most visited destination. Set against a backdrop of magnificent sea and
mountain views, exciting shopping and entertainment venues are intermingled with imaginative office locations,
world-class hotels and luxury apartments. The Waterfront is the heart of the tourist industry in Cape Town.

Company Gardens
The Company Gardens is a treed haven in the middle of the city and is surrounded by museums and fascinating
buildings - St Georges Cathedral, the Salve Museum, The National Art Gallery and the Jewish Museum to mention a
few.
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Cape Town Diamond Museum
Diamonds are the world’s most desirable treasure – and the oldest, with origins over three billion years ago. South
Africa’s contribution to that history changed the world diamond industry forever.
The Cape Town Diamond Museum pays homage to this extraordinary story, with insight and originality,
sophistication and style.

Constantia Winelands
The oldest wine region in South Africa, Constantia’s wine estates are famed for their award-winning wines. There are
many ways one can enjoy the beautiful Constantia Valley. Besides wine tasting, you can take in the sights and sounds
of nature while dining at excellent restaurants, ride a bike along tree-lined paths, explore on foot, or indulge in retail
therapy.

Table Mountain Cableway
A trip up Table Mountain is quite rightly one of the first things a tourist wants to do when arriving in Cape Town.
Once on the top, a 1000m above the city below, you are rewarded with spectacular 360 views. Take your time and
enjoy this unique environment, go for a walk or have a bit to eat at the restaurant with arguably one of the best
views possible.

La Colombe
La Colombe Restaurant is located on the beautiful Silvermist Wine Estate at the top of Constantia Nek. The venue
with sweeping views of the Constantia Valley, Hout Bay and the restaurants very own organic gardens is the perfect
venue for chef Scot Kirton to weave his magic and treat guests to an unexpected contemporary French-meets-Asian
fine dining menu.
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Basis
Bed & Breakfast

Day 3: Saturday, 29 June
Rovos Rail
Day Itinerary
MATJIESFONTEIN
09:00 Check out from your hotel after breakfast and your driver will take you to the Rovos Rail check-in. (Note: This
is near but not within Cape Town Station. Rovos have a private check-in lounge.)
11:00 Depart from Platform 23 at Cape Town Station. Guests may freshen up in their suites before joining fellow
travellers in the lounge car or observation car at the rear of the train.
13:00 Lunch is served in the dining cars. The train travels towards Worcester in the Hex River Valley.
15:00 The train climbs up the face of the escarpment to Touws River before arriving at the first of four tunnels. The
last tunnel is 13.5 kilometres long with no lighting so guests are to be careful when walking through the train.
16:30 Tea is served in the lounge car and observation car at the rear of the train.
17:45 Disembark at Matjiesfontein for an opportunity to stroll through this historic little village.
19:00 Depart Matjiesfontein.
19:30 Dinner is served in the dining cars. Travel through the Karoo via De Aar towards Kimberley. Dress: Formal

Activities
Matjiesfontein
Karoo

Matjiesfontein
Matjiesfontein is a quaint little railroad town situated on the fringe of the Karoo. This fascinating remote town has
been proclaimed a National Heritage Site as the entire town boasts well-preserved Victorian buildings.
Matjiesfontein is set in spectacular terrain, amidst barren mountains and wide open tranquil Karoo landscapes.
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Karoo
Extending across 400 000 square kilometres of the country, the Karoo is South Africa’s largest ecosystem and its
semi-arid scrublands shelter a surprisingly rich diversity of plant, bird and animal life. Composed of the Great and
Little Karoo, this vast semi-desert region may seem harsh and unforgiving to some, but to others, it’s a sanctuary of
peace and silence with its own unique, compelling beauty. The Karoo’s landscape is characterised by rugged
mountains hiding ancient caves giving way to vast undulating plains peppered with indigenous succulents and
grazing ostrich and sheep. Highlights of the area are the fossil trail in the Karoo National Park and the annual Olive
Festival in the small town of Prince Albert.

Transfers
Date

Company

29 Jun

Pick Up

Drop Off

Tintswalo Atlantic

Cape Town Station

Time

Vehicle
Transfer

Journey Information
Date

29 Jun

Train

Agency

Train

Overnight: Rovos Rail

Departure
Platform
Cape Town
Station

Time

Arrival Platform

Time

Class

Ref

Tazara Railway
Station

View iBrochure

Rovos Rail has earned an international reputation for its truly world class travel experiences. Exceptional train safaris
combine some of Africa’s most magnificent scenery with travel aboard an authentically refurbished Edwardian-style
train, accommodating up to 72 guests in the most spacious train suites in the world, each with their own en-suite
bathroom and subtle modern conveniences. The eight scheduled journeys begin or end at Rovos Rail Station, the
headquarters and private station of this independent railway company, which is situated in Pretoria.
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Basis
Full Board and Activities
Drinks (Local Brands) Included

Day 4: Sunday, 30 June
Rovos Rail
Day Itinerary
KIMBERLEY
07:00 Breakfast is served in the dining cars until 10:00.
12:30 Lunch is served in the dining cars.
14:30 Arrive Kimberley. Disembark for a tour of the city, Diamond Mine Museum and the Big Hole.
17:00 Depart Kimberley. Ten minutes after leaving Kimberley, a shallow lake appears on the left-hand side of the
train where, on most occasions, there are spectacular flocks of Lesser Flamingos (approximately 23 000).
19:30 Dinner is served in the dining cars en route to Klerksdorp. Overnight on board. Dress: Formal

Activities
Kimberley
Kimberley Big Hole Museum

Kimberley
Synonymous with the birth of the international diamond trade, Kimberley is a picturesque little town with a big
history. It was the first town to install electric street lights in the southern hemisphere and today it is the largest city
and capital of South Africa’s Northern Cape Province. Kimberly is renowned for the Big Hole, which is the largest
man-made excavation in the world. Kimberley also featured prominently during the Anglo-Boer war when it was
besieged by the Boers.
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Kimberley Big Hole Museum
The Kimberley Mine Museum offers a trip back in time to when diamonds were first found in South Africa in 1866,
near Hopetown in the Northern Cape. Three years later the 83-carat 'Star of South Africa' was discovered in the
same area, unleashing a frenzied diamond rush seldom seen before or since.

Basis
Full Board and Activities
Drinks (Local Brands) Included

Day 5: Monday, 1 July
Rovos Rail
Day Itinerary
PRETORIA
07:00 Breakfast is served in the dining cars until 09:45. The train travels northeast through the goldfields.
10:00 Arrive at Rovos Rail Station in Pretoria. Enjoy a walking tour of the station and locomotive workshops
(weather permitting) followed by lunch on the platform and a city tour of Pretoria at 14:15.
18:00 Depart for Zeerust in the North West Province.
19:30 Dinner is served in the dining cars en route to Zeerust. Dress: Formal

Activities
Rovos Rail Station

Rovos Rail Station
For Rovos Rail passengers, a highlight of their journey is a visit to the private station at Capital Park, Pretoria. The
once bustling hub of steam locomotion in the old Transvaal is now the headquarters for Rovos Rail. The gracious
colonial-style railway station serves as the new departure or arrival point for all train journeys.
The property boasts an ever-expanding railway museum in addition to its other comprehensive facilities and will,
with the addition of semaphore signals and a footbridge, recreate the atmosphere of a fully fledged railway system.
It is intended that, with time, this facility should become the foremost working train museum in the world.
The eyes of rail enthusiasts will be drawn to the vast carriage and locomotive sheds where teams of dedicated
personnel keep the rolling stock in perfect order. This roofed workshop of 10 000 sq metres straddles 15 railway
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lines with concrete inspection pits below, and is the ultimate repair and maintenance facility for any train operation.
The low, red-bricked buildings alongside the new 300-metre platform house laundries, gleaming stainless-steel
kitchens and well-stocked storerooms. This is the busy hub of a provisioning operation, which rivals that of a worldclass hotel in terms of efficiency and attention to detail.

Basis
Full Board and Activities
Drinks (Local Brands) Included

Day 6: Tuesday, 2 July
Rovos Rail
Day Itinerary
MADIKWE

Please pack a small overnight bag for the stay in Madikwe. Tog bags have been placed in your suite for your
convenience. See Inclusions/Exclusions. Spa facilities available (own account). Payment in ZAR or by credit card
only. Times of meals and activities are seasonal and will be reconfirmed on arrival.
07:00 Breakfast is served in the dining cars until 10:00.
11:00 Disembark at Zeerust. Transfer by coach to Madikwe for a two-night stay. Lunch is served upon arrival.
Afternoon tea and game drive (approximately 3 hours).
19:00 Dinner at the lodge. Dress: Casual
NOTE: Your Madikwe stay may be replaced with a stay at Kwa Maritane Lodge in the Pilanesberg Park if rail
scheduling requires it.

Activities
Zeerust Railway Station
Madikwe Game Reserve
Tau Game Lodge

Zeerust
Zeerust is situated in the captivating Marico Valley of the North West Province’s Central Region, through which the
Groot Marico River runs, and lies roughly 240 kilometres northwest of Johannesburg. Awe-inspiring landscapes of
citrus, maize and wheat farms lend the town incredible photographic opportunities and a tranquil atmosphere to
those looking to escape the city buzz. Numerous historical monuments are scattered throughout and around Zeerust
such as the Kaditshwene Village Ruins national heritage site, a large Iron Age settlement which was once the capital
of the Bahurutse nation. Several Anglo-Boer Way memorials and town museums offer more to explore. Outdoor
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enthusiasts can traverse the stark scenery along dramatic and challenging 4x4 routes. Don’t miss a visit to the
neighbouring town of Groot Marico, where the famous tales of Herman Charles Bosman are set.
Madikwe Game Reserve
Bordering Botswana in South Africa’s North West Province, the lesser-known Madikwe Game Reserve is the fifth
largest reserve in South Africa. It is home to a wild dog reserve, abundant wildlife including the world-renowned Big
Five and over 300 bird species such as vulture, ostrich and the large kori bustard. The landscape is characterised by
vast grasslands, woodlands, and the rugged Tshwene Tshwene hills sheltering a host of wildlife. Visitors can look
forward to sunset drinks overlooking the Madikwe Dam, ample game viewing opportunities and a variety of
accommodation options ranging from community lodges to luxury safari lodges in a malaria-free zone.

Tau Game Lodge
Privately owned Tau Game Lodge is situated in the Big 5 Malaria-free Madikwe Game Reserve. Accessible by daily
scheduled flights, or a 4 hour drive from Johannesburg.
The main body of the Lodge has an impressive reception hall, swimming pool and a comfortable upstairs lounge and
bar and dining-room.
The 30 chalets at Tau are privately situated in pristine, indigenous gardens and embrace the spirit of Africa with
modern luxury and unsurpassed vistas of the bush and the natural waterhole.
The state-of the art Tau Game Lodge Convention Centre, which is situated at walking distance from the lodge, can
seat up to 150 delegates, while at the Tau Spa Oasis guests are offered rejuvenating spa treatments, surrounded by
the beauty of the African Bush.
Families with children of all ages are welcome at Tau Game Lodge. All of our younger visitors become automatic
members of the Tau Cubz Club and are entertained with exciting activities.

Basis
Full Board and Activities
Drinks (Local Brands) Included
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Day 7: Wednesday, 3 July
Rovos Rail
Day Itinerary
MADIKWE

Early morning game drive (approximately 3 hours).
07:00 Breakfast is served at the lodge until 09:30.
12:30 Lunch at the lodge.
Afternoon tea and game drive (approximately 3 hours).
19:00 Dinner at the lodge. Dress: Casual

Basis
Full Board and Activities
Drinks (Local Brands) Included

Day 8: Thursday, 4 July
Rovos Rail
Day Itinerary
MADIKWE

Early morning game drive (approximately 2 hours).
07:00 Breakfast is served at the lodge until 09:30. Please ensure your bags are ready for collection at 10:00 and
proceed to check-out.
10:30 Depart the lodge. Transfer to the train at Gaborone in Botswana. Border formalities will take place en route
and guests are required to present themselves to the border officials (luggage may be searched).
13:00 Lunch is served in the dining cars. Depart Gaborone at 13:30.
Please ensure the Train Manager/Gift Shop is in possession of your passport and completed forms.
Victoria Falls It is a good idea to familiarise yourself with the list of activities available: Tour of Falls; helicopter over
Falls; walk with lions; whitewater rafting; bungee-jumping; golf. You may book these excursions yourself at the hotel
OR beforehand on the train with the on-board lecturer – today between 16:30-18:00. Cash accepted.
16:30 Tea is served in the lounge car and observation car at the rear of the train.
19:30 Dinner is served in the dining cars en route to Plumtree for border formalities. Dress: Formal
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Basis
Full Board and Activities
Drinks (Local Brands) Included

Day 9: Friday, 5 July
Rovos Rail
Day Itinerary
AT LEISURE

Victoria Falls: If you have decided to book activities through the on-board lecturer, please ensure you have done so
before lunch. Cash accepted.
Lectures in morning and/or afternoon in the lounge car. Please consult Lecture Sheet for details.
07:00 Breakfast is served in the dining cars until 10:00. The train departs Plumtree.
13:00 Lunch is served in the dining cars.
16:30 Tea is served in the lounge car and observation car at the rear of the train. Pass Gwaai and Dete along one of
Africa’s longest stretches of straight railway line – 114 kilometres – and along the eastern edge of the Hwange
National Park where occasional sightings of animals can occur.
19:30 Dinner is served in the dining cars en route to Thompson’s Junction. Dress: Formal

Hwange National Park
Situated in western Zimbabwe, the Hwange National Park is the country's biggest reserve, home to a profusion of
wildlife, including giraffe, lion, zebra and approximately 40 000 elephants. It provides a sanctuary for all the
country’s endangered species, including a population of wild dogs thought to be among the most sizeable surviving
groups on the continent. The park’s magnificent terrain ranges from desert dunes, savannah lands and mopane
woodlands to rocky outcrops and sparse forests.

Basis
Full Board and Activities
Drinks (Local Brands) Included
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Day 10: Saturday, 6 July
Rovos Rail
Day Itinerary
VICTORIA FALLS

Please pack a small overnight bag for the stay at Victoria Falls Hotel. See Inclusions/Exclusions. Meals are taken at
the Jungle Junction Restaurant. Dinner is at the Livingstone Room. Meals taken in other venues are for your own
account. Currency exchange available at hotel (passports not required); there is a business centre and WiFi available
throughout. If you are crossing the border into Zambia during your stay, please obtain your passport from the
Train Manager/Gift Shop.
07:00 Breakfast is served in the dining cars until 10:00.
12:00 Arrive at the incomparable Victoria Falls. Disembark with overnight bag and walk across to the
hotel. Welcome address on the lawn followed by lunch at Jungle Junction. Luggage will be delivered to the rooms.
15:45 Guests to meet in the hotel foyer before departure for the Sunset Cruise on the Zambezi River.
19:30 Dinner at the Livingstone Room, Victoria Falls Hotel. Dress: Smart Casual

Activities
Victoria Falls Hotel

Victoria Falls, Zimbabwe
Resting on the southern banks of the Zambezi River at the western end of the eponymous falls, this popular tourist
town is compact enough to walk around and makes an ideal base for travellers exploring the seventh wonder of the
world, the unfathomably vast Victoria Falls. About two-thirds of the falls can be viewed from the Zimbabwean side
and, while the falls are undoubtedly the star attraction, the area provides both adventure seekers and sightseers
with plenty of opportunities to warrant a longer stay. Popular activities include scenic flights over the falls in
helicopters or microlights, bungee jumping off the Victoria Falls Bridge, white-water rafting (seasonal), and day trips
to Chobe National Park. The town itself offers some excellent accommodation and restaurant options as well as an
eclectic variety of African curios and authentic art sold by friendly Zimbabwean locals who are wonderfully
welcoming and eager to help you enjoy your stay.
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Victoria Falls Activities
Victoria Falls is an adventure playground and the list of inspiring and adventurous activities on offer at and around
the Falls includes: a Tour of the Falls, Elephant Back Safaris, White Water Rafting, Boat Cruises, Canopy Tours, Gorge
Swing and Adventure Slides and Zambezi River Canoe Safaris.

Livingstone (Victoria Falls)
Located a few kilometres from the Zambezi River in southwestern Zambia, the bustling town of Livingstone is famous
as the home of the magnificent Victoria Falls. One of the original natural wonders of the world, the World Heritage
Site is known locally as ‘The Smoke that Thunders’. This spectacle is accessible from both Zambia and Zimbabwe and
is an ideal place to combine game viewing and water sports. There is excellent fishing, a terrifying bungee jump and
arguably the best commercial whitewater rafting in the world. Visitors can hike around the falls or try ziplining or the
bridge swing. Those seeking more leisurely activities can take sunset cruises along the river, with champagne and
snacks included, meander through the vibrant local Livingstone Market, or discover the region’s history and
archeology at the Livingstone Museum.

Victoria Falls Hotel
The Victoria Falls Hotel, popularly known as “the grand old lady of the Falls”, is situated in the Victoria Falls National
Park, and is a member of the exclusive Leading Hotels of the World group. It is one of only three IS0-accredited
hotels in Zimbabwe. The Edwardian-style five-star hotel combines the charm of the old with the convenience of the
new. Set in lush tropical gardens with lily ponds, palm trees and semi-tropical shrubs, it provides the tranquillity and
seclusion that many guests seek. The famous Victoria Falls are just a ten-minute walk away using the hotel’s private
pathway, and “the smoke that thunders” or “Mosi-O-Tunya” in the local dialect, is clearly audible and visible from
this luxurious landmark.
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Basis
Full Board and Activities
Drinks (Local Brands) Included

Day 11: Sunday, 7 July
Rovos Rail
Day Itinerary
VICTORIA FALLS

Check-out time is normally at 10:00 (to be advised). If you have organised morning activities, please ensure you
have checked out. Complimentary luggage storage at reception until afternoon departure. Please call the front
desk and they will send a porter to collect your luggage.
06:30 Breakfast is served at the Jungle Junction Restaurant until 10:00. Day at leisure in the Victoria Falls.
13:00 Lunch at Jungle Junction.
15:00 Meet on station platform for departure to Zambia.
16:00 Depart Victoria Falls and cross the bridge to Livingstone. Tea in the lounge car or observation car.
19:30 Dinner is served in the dining cars. Dress: Formal
Please ensure the Train Manager/Gift Shop has your passport for border formalities.

Basis
Full Board and Activities
Drinks (Local Brands) Included

Day 12: Monday, 8 July
Rovos Rail
Day Itinerary
AT LEISURE

Lectures in morning and/or afternoon in the lounge car. Please consult Lecture Sheet for details.
07:00 Breakfast is served in the dining cars until 10:00. After breakfast, the train travels across the Kafue railway
bridge – a 477-metre long steel girder truss bridge of 13 spans each at 33 metres supported on concrete piers.
Enjoy a day at leisure on the train as it travels through Zambia.
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13:00 Lunch is served in the dining cars. The train passes through the country’s capital, Lusaka.
16:30 Tea is served in the lounge car and observation car at the rear of the train.
19:30 Dinner en route to Kapiri Mposhi and the start of the TAZARA railway line. Dress: “African” Theme or Smart
Casual

Lusaka
Lusaka, Zambia’s cosmopolitan capital, is a typical modern African city. Set on open plains at the heart of the
country, the city serves as Zambia’s rapidly developing economic and transport hub with new buildings popping up
everywhere and many chain stores and shopping malls springing up all over the sprawling suburbs. Lusaka’s wide,
tree-lined boulevards feature a range of tourist facilities including hotels, guest houses, coffee shops, fast food
outlets, nightclubs and pubs.

Basis
Full Board and Activities
Drinks (Local Brands) Included

Day 13: Tuesday, 9 July
Rovos Rail
Day Itinerary
AT LEISURE

Lectures in morning and/or afternoon in the lounge car. Please consult Lecture Sheet for details.
07:00 Breakfast is served until 10:00. The train passes through Serenje. Enjoy a day at leisure on the train.
13:00 Lunch is served in the dining cars.
16:30 Tea is served in the lounge car and observation car at the rear of the train.
19:30 Dinner is served in the dining cars en route to Kasama. Dress: Formal

Basis
Full Board and Activities
Drinks (Local Brands) Included
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Day 14: Wednesday, 10 July
Rovos Rail
Day Itinerary
CHISIMBA FALLS
06:00 Breakfast is served in the dining cars until departure.
08:00 Disembark the train at Kasama for a morning excursion to Chisimba Falls.
11:00 Depart Kasama. Travel towards the border.
13:00 Lunch is served in the dining cars.
16:30 Tea is served in the lounge car and observation car. The train passes Chozi.
17:40 Arrive in Nakonde for Zambian border formalities. Continue to Tunduma on the Tanzanian border.
19:30 Dinner is served in the dining cars en route to Mbeya. Dress: Formal
Please put your watches forward an hour before retiring for the evening.

Activities
Kasama Railway Station
Chisimba Falls

Basis
Full Board and Activities
Drinks (Local Brands) Included

Day 15: Thursday, 11 July
Rovos Rail
Day Itinerary
MAKAMBAKO (optional)

Lectures in morning and/or afternoon in the lounge car. Please consult Lecture Sheet for details.
07:00 Breakfast is served in the dining cars until 10:00.
09:00 Arrive at Makambako and enjoy an optional stroll through the town – time permitting.
10:30 Depart and travel towards Mlimba. The train descends into the Rift Valley and through the Udzungwa
Mountains as it negotiates the tunnels, switchbacks and viaducts of the escarpment towards the Selous.

P a g e | 24
13:00 Lunch is served in the dining cars.
16:30 Tea is served in the lounge car and observation car at the rear of the train.
19:30 Dinner is served in the dining cars en route to Kisaki. Dress: Formal

Optional
Makambako

Gregorian Rift Valley
The world-renowned Eastern Rift Valley passes through Kenya and Northern Tanzania, this section is known as the
Gregorian or Gregory Rift Valley. The 'Great Rift Valley' stretches over 6000 kilometres from northern Syria in the
Middle East to Mozambique in Southern Africa. It features an array of glistening lakes, volcanoes, craters, endless
desert landscapes, majestic mountains, and ancient rolling hills.

Udzungwa Mountains National Park
Spread across the Eastern Arc Mountains, Tanzania’s Udzungwa Mountains National Park boasts a diverse range of
natural habitats including tropical rainforest, mountain forest, miombo woodland, grassland and steppe. This vast
expanse of unspoiled wilderness serves as a habitat for over 400 animal species. These include, among others:
elephant, buffalo, lion, leopard, African wild dog, six different species of primate, and a variety of birdlife. The
incredible diversity of tropical flora and fauna species has earned the park recognition as an Ecoregion of Global
Critical Importance by the World Wildlife Fund, as well as a World Biodiversity Hotspot.

Basis
Full Board and Activities
Drinks (Local Brands) Included

Day 16: Friday, 12 July
Rovos Rail
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Day Itinerary
SELOUS GAME RESERVE
Lectures in morning and/or afternoon in the lounge car. Please consult Lecture Sheet for details.
07:00 Continental breakfast is served in the lounge and observation cars until 08.30. The train descends into the
highlands and traverses the fertile lands of Tanzania towards Dar es Salaam.
09.30 Brunch is served in the dining cars until 12.00.
12:30 Game visit in the Selous Game Reserve, the largest in Africa at 55 000km² (time permitting).
17:00 Rejoin to the train.
19:30 Dinner is served in the dining cars en route to Gwata. Dress: “1920s” Theme or Smart Casual

Activities
Selous Game Reserve

Selous Game Reserve
The remote and little-visited Selous Game Reserve covers more than 5% of Tanzania’s total area and is the largest of
its kind in Africa. At an unbelievable 55,000 sq km it is almost twice the size of Belgium and four times larger than
the famous Serengeti in the North. The landscape here has remained almost as it was before tourism began and the
massive park has only a few accommodation options.
The Great Rufiji River and its tributaries are the lifeblood of the reserve, creating a network of forests and woodlands
around the lagoons, sandbanks and lakes with tall palm trees adding to the scenic splendour. Because of its size and
remoteness, the reserve has over 2,100 species of plants, 350 species of birds, 60,000 elephant, 108,000 buffalos
and an estimated 1,300 of the worlds’ roughly 4,000 remaining rare wild dogs, giving guests an opportunity to
glimpse all of these exotic animals in true unspoilt wilderness.

Basis
Full Board and Activities
Drinks (Local Brands) Included

Day 17: Saturday, 13 July
The Oyster Bay, Dar es Salaam
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Dar es Salaam
Dar es Salaam is Tanzania’s former capital, her largest city and main port. The distinctly African, colourful markets
are well worth a visit and both German and British influences can still be seen in the architecture around the city.
Conveniently positioned amidst some of the most important sea routes in the world, the city is the transport and
economic hub of the country as well as a centre for arts and culture. It serves as an excellent jumping off point to
explore the surrounding area including Pemba, Mbudya, Unguja islands, a variety of national parks and countless
pristine beaches. Visitors can look forward to visiting a number of other activities including: learning about
Tanzanian culture at the National Museum and House of Culture, visiting the eclectic Oyster Bay, and taking a stroll
through the city's lush Botanical Gardens.

Day Itinerary
DAR ES SALAAM
Please ensure that you have obtained your passport from the Train Manager/Gift Shop.
05:45 Depart Gwata in and travel in an easterly direction towards the coast.
07:00 Breakfast is served in the dining cars until 09:30.
10:00 Arrive at journey’s end in Dar es Salaam, Tanzania.
Transfer to your hotel

Consultant Notes
The flight to Zanzibar is the second shortest scheduled commercial flight in the world.

Transfers
Date
13 Jul

Company

Pick Up

Drop Off

Tazara Railway Station

The Oyster Bay

Time

Vehicle
Transfer

Overnight: The Oyster Bay
Whether it is just for a few hours or overnight – guests will be pampered and receive a similar type and standard of
hospitality received (or are about to receive) in the small, luxurious properties of the Southern Tanzanian game parks
and the Indian Ocean Islands. And when it is time to leave for the airport, the chauffeur is waiting – it’s all part of the
service.
The Oyster Bay is like staying with friends, a beautiful large home and garden with 8 luxurious ocean facing guest
suites, spacious in the extreme (70 sqm) with luxurious bathrooms, air-conditioned, fabulously furnished in
contemporary African style, the suites reflect modern day Africa in a timeless setting – balmy, equatorial, coastal,
Dar es Salaam. Extensive lounges and terraces overlooking mature gardens, swimming pool and within secure
walking distance of the Oyster Bay shopping centre.
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Basis
Bed & Breakfast

Day 18: Sunday, 14 July
End of Itinerary
Transfers
Date

Company

14 Jul

Pick Up

Drop Off

Time

The Oyster Bay

Julius Nyerere International Airport
[DAR]

Vehicle
Transfer

Basis
Bed & Breakfast

Urgent Contact Numbers
Company Name

Telephone

Email Address

Contact Person

Experiential Travel

+61 416 371 178

evelyn@experiential.travel

Evelyn Weskob

Experiential Travel

+61 418 325 812

neville@experiential.travel Neville Jones

Service Provider Directory
Service Provider

Ref. Number

Telephone

Address

Rovos Rail

+27 12 315 8242

Rovos Rail Station
1 Transnet Avenue
Capital Park
Pretoria
0001

The Oyster Bay

+44 1932 260618

Tintswalo Atlantic

+27 21 201 0025

Chapman's Peak Drive, Hout Bay, Cape
Town
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Travel Information
The information in this document is provided by the operators and other parties. It may not accurately reflect your
experience.

This vast country is undoubtedly one of the most culturally and geographically diverse places on earth. Fondly known
by locals as the 'Rainbow Nation', South Africa has 11 official languages and its multicultural inhabitants are
influenced by a fascinating mix of cultures. Discover the gourmet restaurants, impressive art scene, vibrant nightlife
and beautiful beaches of Cape Town; enjoy a local braai (barbecue) in the Soweto township; browse the bustling
Indian markets in Durban; or sample some of the world’s finest wines at the myriad wine estates dotting the Cape
Winelands. Some historical attractions to explore include the Zululand battlefields of KwaZulu-Natal, the Apartheid
Museum in Johannesburg and Robben Island, just off the coast of Cape Town. Above all else, its remarkably untamed
wilderness with its astonishing range of wildlife roaming freely across massive unfenced game reserves such as the
world-famous Kruger National Park. With all of this variety on offer, it is little wonder that South Africa has fast
become Africa’s most popular tourist destination.
Banking and Currency
Currency
The currency is the Rand, which is divided into 100 cents. There are R200, R100, R50, R20 and R10 notes. Coins come
in R5, R2, R1, 50c, 20c, 10c and 5c.
Banking
Banks are found in most towns, and are generally open from 09h00 to 15h30 on weekdays and 08h30 to 11h00 on
Saturdays (Closed Sundays and Public Holidays). Most of them offer foreign exchange services - with cash, bank &
credit cards as well as travellers cheques. You can also obtain cash from automatic teller machines (ATMs). Several
international banks have branches in the main city centres. Always advise your bank that you are travelling outside
of the country as they might block your purchases if they are not informed.
Travel, Transport and Getting Around
Travelling around South Africa is relatively easy by air, road and rail.
Principal air routes are serviced by SAA and British Airways, operated by Comair. There are 2 low-cost carriers on
main routes, namely Kulula.com and Mango.
Facilitating travel around South Africa are 10 airports managed by the Airports Company South Africa (Acsa). In
addition, there are some 90 regional airports, including the Kruger Mpumalanga International Airport in Nelspruit
and the Skukuza Airport, offering access to the Kruger National Park.
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An extensive tarred road system makes travelling in South Africa by vehicle convenient and easy. You will find gravel
roads in rural areas though. Note:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

A valid international driver's licence is required.
We drive on the left hand side of the road.
Wearing seat belts is compulsory and cell phones can only be used ‘hands free'.
Speed limits are generally set at 120km on freeways, 100km on secondary roads and 60km in urban areas.
Toll fees apply on certain national roads.
Petrol stations are widespread.
Most global car hire firms have branches in South Africa

Another means of getting around South Africa are luxury inter-city bus services such as Greyhound and TransLux. Metrobus buses are available for in-city transport. Metered taxis must be ordered by telephone. There is a
hop-on-hop-off bus in Cape Town and Johannesburg.
Our rail system includes the long-haul, inexpensive Shosholoza Meyl Metrorail trains. More luxurious options are the
Blue Train, Premier Classe and the steam train Rovos Rail. There is also the new Gautrain rapid transit
railway system in Gauteng Province which links Johannesburg, Pretoria, Ekhuruleni and OR Tambo International
Airport.
Food, Drink and Cuisine Advice
Standards of hygiene in relation to food health and safety in South Africa, are generally high in hotels, restaurants,
pubs and nightspots. Tap water in South Africa is safe to drink and cook with when taken from taps in urban areas.
Not all tap water in rural areas is safe for consumption, so take precautions if necessary.
It is safe to eat fresh fruit, vegetables and salads, and put ice in your drinks. South Africa's fish, meat and chicken are
of excellent quality, so there is no need to limit yourself when enjoying the local cuisine.
Restaurants are subject to South Africa's food safety control legislation, which is implemented by local
government. Regulations include certification and regular inspections by health inspectors to ensure hygienic
standards are maintained.
Street food is not as common in South Africa as it is in other countries, although vendors selling traditional snacks
and meals can be found in city centres and townships. Food safety in such instances cannot always be guaranteed.
Climate and Weather
South African temperatures, which are measured in centigrade, average at highs of 28°C to average lows of 8°C in
the summer months while winter temperatures range from 1°C at night to around 18°C in the day. Average annual
rainfall is on the low side at under 500mm a year, making the country somewhat dry. Much of the rain falls in the
Western Cape in the winter, differing from the rest of the country, which experiences summer rainfall. On the plus
side, the South African climate boasts more than its fair share of sunshine, recording an average of 8.5 hours a day.
Clothing and Dress Recommendations
Summer
Bring clothes that are cool, light and comfortable because summer temperatures can get well into the 30 - 40 degree
Celsius range in some areas. Also bring an umbrella or raincoat during summer as this is when most of the country
gets its rain, but don't forget a swimming costume (bathing suit).
Winter
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The winters are generally mild, comparing favourably with European summers. But there are days when
temperatures dive, especially in high-lying areas such as the Drakensberg, so be prepared with jerseys and
jackets. Cape Town gets its rain during the winter season so it’s advisable to bring rain gear along.
General
Always bring a hat, sunglasses and sunblock as the sun can be strong even in the winter months.
Walking shoes are a good idea all year-round, with warm socks in the winter.
If you are doing business in the country, business attire (suit and tie) is generally called for in the corporate sector,
but media for example generally dress more casually.
For game viewing, a couple of neutral-toned items will be useful, but there's no need to go overboard. A good pair of
walking shoes is also advisable.
For the evening, if you are dining at an upmarket restaurant or seeing a show, smart-casual attire is recommended.
Electricity and Plug Standards
Current is 220/240 volts at 50 cycles per second. A three-point round-pin adapter plug should be brought for your
electrical appliances - such adapters are also available at major airports..

The name Tanzania conjures up images of wildebeest stampeding across vast savannah, rain forests teeming with
monkeys and birdlife, and great plains brimming with legions of game. All of these natural wonders and more are on
offer in this exceptionally diverse African nation. Visitors typically visit Tanzania to partake in at least one of the four
well known Tanzanian tourist experiences: a relaxing seaside vacation on the picturesque island paradise of Zanzibar,
an underwater tour of some of the world’s most renowned dive sites around the gorgeous Spice Islands, a safari
adventure in some of Africa’s most impressive game reserves, or a hiking excursion around Mount Kilimanjaro
National Park. Whichever of these incredible holidays you choose, you will undoubtedly be welcomed by some
fabulously friendly and peaceful inhabitants who, despite being divided into 120 different ethnic groups and
cultures, live in harmony with one another and provide some of the most wonderfully exotic local cuisine you could
imagine. With all of this diversity on offer, the most difficult part of your Tanzanian holiday experience is likely to be
deciding where to go!
Banking and Currency
Currency
In Tanzania, the unit of currency is the Tanzanian Shilling, which is divided into 100 Cents. Notes are issued in
denominations of 500, 1000, 2000, 5000, and 10000 Shillings. Coins are issued in denominations of 50, 100 and 200
Shillings.

P a g e | 31
Banking
Banks are open from 9:00am to 3:00pm Monday to Friday. Many banks are equipped with 24 hour ATM machines.
Credit cards and travellers checks are not widely accepted in Tanzania. Where they are accepted can high service
fees and poor exchange rates be expected. Major foreign currencies - particularly US $ - are accepted in Tanzania
and are convertible at banks and bureau de changes in the main towns and tourist areas. If bringing cash in US $,
please make sure bank notes are in good condition, with no cuts or damage and are not older than 2004. Most banks
offer higher exchange rates for US $ 100 / US $ 50 bank notes compared to US $ 20 / US $ 10 or US $ 5 bank notes.
Travel, Transport and Getting Around
If you are visiting a number of parks and reserves in Tanzania, you can either drive or fly between them. Roads in
most of the wilderness areas are in poor condition and unmarked, and self-driving is not recommended. Operators
will supply you with a driver who doubles as an informal guide; alternatively, you can arrange to fly to your
destination and utilize a car and driver supplied by the lodgings. Elsewhere in Tanzania, towns and cities are linked
by a steady stream of buses and dala-dalas (minibuses), and in the cities, there is public transport in the way of
buses, dala-dalas, taxis, and, in some places, bicycles or tuk-tuks.
Precision Air run regular services, mostly via Dar es Salaam, Kilimanjaro or Zanzibar, to all main towns and other
destinations in East Africa and beyond. All national parks and some of the top-end luxury lodges have airstrips and
Coastal Air operates between these and the main airports on the mainland and the islands of Zanzibar, Pemba and
Mafia. ZanAir has frequent connections between Zanzibar, Pemba and the mainland.
Driving is on the left hand side of the road
Food, Drink and Cuisine Advice
Most camps, lodges or hotels cater specifically to tourists and serve Western-style food, ranging in standard, but
generally are excellent. Game lodges tend to offer a daily set menu with a limited selection, so it is advisable to have
your tour operator specify in advance if you are a vegetarian or have other specific dietary requirements. First-time
visitors to Africa might take note that most game lodges in and around the national parks have isolated locations,
and driving within the parks is neither permitted nor advisable after dark, so that there is no realistic alternative to
eating at your lodge.
Tap water in Tanzania is generally not safe to drink, and most travellers try to stick to mineral water. Filtered and
bottled water can be difficult to find you are travelling outside of main town and so it is advisable to stock up. Most
camps, lodges and hotels have bottled water readily available.
Climate and Weather
Just south of the equator, Tanzania is huge and its sheer size means that the climate varies considerably within it.
However, generally the main rainy season, or the 'long rains', lasts during about March, April and May. Afternoon
tropical downpours are the norm – which are heavier and more predictable beside the coast and on the islands. The
humidity is high and daily temperatures reach the low-mid 30°s.
The long dry season lasts throughout June, July, August, September and October is when rainfall is unusual, even on
the islands. Temperatures vary hugely with altitude and location, but it's usually a fine, clear sky and sunny weather
– it's a great time to visit Tanzania. During November and December there's another rainy season: the 'short rains'.
These are much lighter than the main rains and less reliable.
If it has rained during the short rains, then it normally dries up for a few months, January and February, which is
Tanzania's 'short dry season', before starting to rain again in earnest in March.
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Clothing and Dress Recommendations
It never gets really cold in Tanzania so lightweight clothing, preferably cotton or linen, is recommended. While on a
game viewing safari, avoid brightly coloured clothing, stick to whites, beiges, khakis and browns. There may be long
days sitting in safari vehicles, so it is advisable to wear light comfortable clothing such as short sleeved shirts and
cotton/linen trousers or shorts. Denim will become too hot and extremely uncomfortable. Walking shoes and socks
will be required.
The evenings will be chilly, so long sleeved shirts and trousers should be worn. A sweater may be needed. These will
also prevent you being bitten by insects. A hat should be worn at all times outside. The sun may sometimes not feel
hot, but it can still easily burn, especially if it is cloudy and overcast.
If visiting Zanzibar or any coastal town don't forget to take a swimsuit, as it is invariably warm. Ladies are
recommended to take cotton skirts, blouses and dresses. Sandals are a must for this environment! On the beaches
and within the confines of hotels, normal swimwear is acceptable but nudity is not.
As over a third of the population in Tanzania is Muslim, it is therefore not etiquette for ladies to walk around in
public displaying their legs and shoulders. Remember to dress modestly as short shorts, miniskirts, vests and tank
tops will be frowned upon.
Electricity and Plug Standards
The electricity supply in Tanzania is 220/240 volts at 50Hz. Plugs are 3 point square (UK Type). Adapters are
available at major airports.
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Terms and Conditions
Experiential Travel Terms and Conditions
Please be sure to read our full Terms and Conditions at www.experiential.travel/Legal.php

